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Overview 
The unpublished antiquarian site of Knowe of Moan lies SE of the Loch of 
Bosquoy in Harray, Orkney.  The site contains two cists, one of which may lie 
within a cairn (the descriptions are unclear).  Finds include a cruciform bronze 
brooch, a rare bronze spoon, 62 glass and amber beads, 3 bronze pieces, slag, and a 
piece of flint.  The 62 beads, cruciform brooch, and spoon are housed in the 
Hunterian Museum. 

Irish Parallels 

Conclusions 
The early medieval assemblage at Knowe of Moan suggests that the individuals in possession of these goods 
were very well connected both within the British Isles (Ireland/Western Scotland) and also further abroad 
(Scandinavia, Middle East). Some of these connections were probably more indirect (e.g. beads of Middle 
Eastern origin coming to Moan via Scandinavian contacts).  Evidence of possible reuse of sites is paralleled 
across the British Isles, particularly in Orkney, and leads to questions about the significance of the island’s past 
to the Norse immigrants. Acknowledgements 
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Methodology 
•  Material – amber, glass, bronze 
•  Size – length, diameter, perforation diameter 
•  Diaphaneity – opaque, translucent, transparent 
•  Colour – fluorescent front-light and LED back-light 
•  Design – eyes, lines, mosaic, monochrome 
•  Shape – Basic shape as defined by Beck 1928 
•  Modification – any alteration to the original general shape 
•  Primary manufacture – creation of shape (above) 
•  Secondary manufacture – creation of modifications (above) 
•  Recycling – evidence (if visible) 
•  Location – where object is currently housed 
•  References – published sources discussing the object 

Drawing from Cursiter 
(1887, 344). 

Scandinavian Parallels Reappropriation 
Herringbone (KoM 012) 
•  Parallels: Dunadd, 

Westness, Lagore, 
Carraig Aille, Dun 
Aillinne, and 
Balinderry Crannog 

•  Frankish inspired? 
•  7thc. through Hiberno-

Norse 

String Bead (KoM 010) 
•  Parallels: County 

Antrim, Kilmainham, 
W. coast of Norway 
and Sweden 

•  Irish origins, used in 
9th c. Scandinavian 
contexts 

Cobalt Blue Segmented 
•  Often drawn – likely 

Middle Eastern 
origins 

•  Parallels at Cnip, 
Birka, Helgö, Ribe, 
Kaupang, and sites 
across Scandinavia; 
white stripe parallel at 
Birka 

Drawn Micro Beads 
•  Probably Middle 

Eastern in origin, 
possibly South Asian 

•  Parallels across 
Europe, particularly 
Scandinavia 

Cruciform Brooch 
•  Insular style/

design 
•  Gold gilt, amber or 

glass setting 
•  Repurposed 

(originally a 
mount) 

•  Parallel at Càrn 
a’Bharraich 

Bronze Age Cist? 
•  Bronze Age cairn and two 

cists, one with associated 
early medieval Irish/
Scandinavian material 

•  Norse burial in Bronze Age 
site? Possibly cremation? 

•  Parallels at Stenness, Howe,  
and Broch of Gurness, and 
many sites in Caithness 


